The conference sought to arrive at a comparative analysis of both the older forms of social protest, which often seemed legitimate, and the more modern forms of aggressive terrorist activities such as anarchism. The scope of the conference was limited to Europe and the British Isles in the 19th and 20th centuries. Several participants expressed regret at not including third world countries, but everyone realized that to have included them would have rendered the conference unwieldy.
Bad Homburg Conference on Social Protest, Violence and Terror Andrew R. Carlson
An academic conference of significance to anyone interested in international labor and working class history was held at Bad Homburg, Germany, November [15] [16] [17] 1979 . The theme of the three day affair, "Sozialprotest, Gewalt, Terror, Gewaltanwendung durch politische und gesellschaftliche Randgruppen im 19. und 20. Jahrhundert." (Social protest, violence and terror resorted to by social and political fringe groups in the 19th and 20th centuries) was the inspiration of the seminal mind of Prof. Dr. Wolfgang J. Mommsen, Director of the Deutsches Historisches Institut London, which sponsored the Conference in conjunction with the Werner Reimers Stiftung.
The conference sought to arrive at a comparative analysis of both the older forms of social protest, which often seemed legitimate, and the more modern forms of aggressive terrorist activities such as anarchism. The scope of the conference was limited to Europe and the British Isles in the 19th and 20th centuries. Several participants expressed regret at not including third world countries, but everyone realized that to have included them would have rendered the conference unwieldy.
The real significance of the conference lies in the attempt to look at the recent revival of extremist movements in Europe in an historical perspective, which has been lacking in psychological and sociological analyses of these phenomena. The papers and discussion struck down the erroneous assumption that what is being dealt with in these recent extremist movements is a completely new phenomenon, for which there are hardly any precedents in the past. The Irish example provided the best example of historical continuity from the 19th century through to the present-day activities in Northern Ireland.
It would be impossible to summarize the proceedings of the three days of papers and discussion. The papers presented, along with the part of the discussion that was taped, will be published by Klett-Cotta, Stuttgart in German. An English version is also planned. In general the papers were excellent, and some were outstanding. A listing of the papers presented and participants should be useful for someone wishing to pursue a topic of special interest to them. Further information on a particular paper may be obtained by writing directly to the individual who The participants at the conference agreed that the papers and discussion were worthwhile and that a good beginning had been made toward looking at terrorism from an historical perspective. 
